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Fw ff Unmask "= 


WHEREIN 


The Doctrines, Diſcipline, Policy, Diviſions 
and Succeſſes of that Novel Sect are fully de- 
tected, and beer . in Hudi- 
braflick Verſe. | 
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To which is added, by Way of Ae 


he Paper-Controverſy between Mr. Robert WII. 
liams, ſupported by Thomas Chriftie, Eſq; Re- 
corder of Savannah, and the Rev. Mr. Weſley, 
ſupported, only, by his own Integrity and A ſſu- 
rance. Together with authentick ExtraQts taken 
from a late Rartntive of the State of Georgia, re- 
lating to the Conduct of that Reverend Gentle. 
man n his Abode in that Sued Se. 
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mted by J. Watts, in Shannon- Court, Corw-flrece.. 
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TH E Progreſs of Methodiſm, and 

the real, or pretended Diviſions of 
the Methodiſts, in this City, within 
five Tears laſt paſt, having been ſo 
remarkably obvious; the following 
Lines are compoſed to ſhew their ſe- 
veral Gradations, different Doc- 
trines, Diviſions and Succeſſes ;, from 
all which it may not be difficult to 
diſcern their Tendency; from whence, 
alſo, any, who have a Mind to he- 
come their Proſelytes, (no matter on 
which Side) may ſee on what Terms 
they may be admitted as Members of 
their reſpectiuve Societies. 


Briſtol, Jan. 26. 
1742-3. 
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Methodiſm, &C. 


HAr many groſs Deceits are rife, 
And ſculk behind the Scenes of 
\ Life, 
bos evidently doth appear 
It will admit no Queſtion here. 
Men of all Orders and Degree 
Look cloſely on, and you may ſee 
No certain always can be had, 
Who aims at good, or who at bad ; 
The Faults moſt eaſily conceal'd, 
Are ſuch as with Religion veil'd ; 
When Policy puts on that Maſk, 
'Twill ſoon facilitate the Taſk, 


5 


6 The Pregreſs of Methodiſm. 
But notwithſtanding Art or Care, 

The Maſk may chance to diſappear. 
When ſo; then, on a tranſient View, 15 
You may diftinguiſh falſe from true: 

And, if the Muſe aſſiſt my Pen, 

Perhaps *twill hit the very Men. 


A Set of Men there are, I wiſt, 

That bear the Name of Methodil, 20 
Who travel up and down a pre ching. 

At Briſtol*, here, they came a teaching; 

To ſpeak the Truth, nor more nor leſs, 
They, here, have met with ſuch Succeſs, 
That, from the Obſervation made, 25 
Their Preaching is a gainful Trade. 

And this Deſign, to carry on, 

Was undertook by George and John: 

But who is John? or who is George? 

Each one is left to think at large. 30 


Tusk two extolling one another, 
Soon drew a Multitude together, 


To whom they preached ſoon, and late; 
In + Fields, and Woods, their Soul-fick State 
; | They 
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* Anno 1737. 8 | 
Se. Philip's-Plain, Reæu-Green, King':-woed, 
ke. 


The Progreſs of Methodiſm. 
They did lament, but did aſſure *em, 


They came on prrpoſe for to cure em; 

[5 That ſo they inight no longer truſt 
In thoſe they call Blind Guides, (unju/) . 
But, now, ſecure in them confide, 
For doubtleſs, they would rightly guide 
Them, how to have their Sins forgiven 


And lead them Step by Step to Heaven. 


20 Dy 
If all be true what here they ſay, 


Pray wha can chuſe a better May? 
2 
Bur, notwithſtanding all this Cant, 
25 *Twas plain they ſomething elſe did want; 
Then to their Audience did appeal, 
Exciting them to Chriſtian Zeal, 
That Houſes might be built a-new, 
For publick Worſhip, one, or two, 
zo I herein they might, by Night, or Day, 
Together meet their Vows to pay. 
A good Deſign to undertake, 
If purely for Religion-ſake. 
Yet after all this great ado, 
Still ſomething more they had in view; 
do, Charity they recommended, 
or whom, and where, to be extended. 
| Soon after, they. moſt loudly call 
avecd, ICUpon their Hearers, one and all, 


| 
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They 
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8 The Progreſs of Net bodiſin. 
To contribute, out of their Store, 

To pious Uſes, (ſometuhat more ! ) 

To give them, with a lib'ral Hand, 

For * Orphans in a foreign Land. 


Thosk Orphans' Caſes George eſpouſes, 65 
Whilſt Fohn erects Religious Houſes ! 
Good Shepherds always take that Care, 
To fold their Sheep as well as ſhear, 


Now having publiſk'd this aloud, 
The credulous, unthinking, Crowd 70 
Believ'd theſe Gifts would more attone 
Than Charity begun at home: 
Beguiled by their ſubtil Words, 
Their oily Tongues (yet ſharp as Swords) 
So lily preach*d them open-hearted, 75 
They freely with their Money parted. 
Thro? this Pretence the Work ſucceeds, 
Such pious, charitable Deeds 
And thus to build, thus to relieve, 


Induced the People, all, to give, 90 


Which, ſtill, before their Sermons ended, 
Were Ad cloſely recommended. 


THEen ſome ſelected ones, among 


* reſt, ſtood forth, addreſt che Tlirong, 
_ Crying, 


= <>" — * 
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7 build an Oraben-Henſe-in 
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Crying, God bleſs you, Sirs, provide 8% 
For Orphans ; and for ſome beſide, ; 
Some others plac'd themſelves a-while, 

Cloſe ſtanding at each Gate, and Stile, 

The like Addreſs did thus aſſume, 

Sire, mind the building of the Room *, 90 
Then quick, on Plates, held out, you'd find 
Much Money laid, of divers Kind; 

Becauſe *twas faid they did intend, 

The Caſh thus given to expend 
. 

All thoſe, who did the ſame believe, 95 
Did, of their Subſtance, frankly give: 

And frequently, both here, and there, 

Sums great, and ſmall, collected were. 

As often as the Preachers bade, 

So oft' were thoſe Collections made; 100 


And all Collectors ated Right, 
They ne'er refus'd the Widows Mite, 


But what was gather'd, firſt, and laſt, 
Into the Treaſury was caſt, 


HoLp here, ſay ſome, correct your Pen, 
Do Juſtice to the Gentlemen, 


B For 


— — 


196 


* Behind the Horſe- Fair in St. James's, 


10 The Progreſs of Methodiſm. 
For f R—m/—y gather'd Thirty Pound, 
And with the Caſh went off the Ground, 
Which he conceal'd, with Secreſy, 


Till, for ſome Crime *, condemn'd to die; 110 


When 8, under Sentence, he confeſt, 

The very Sum that's here expreſt. 

This Man, you'll ſay, was a falſe Brother, 
More ſo than any of the other; 

Since Sacrilege was his Tranſgreſſion, 115 
The quite Reverſe of their Profeſſion, 

But to return 


Wren Matters thus were brought about, 
George thought it high Time to ſet out, 
And viſit Georgia, o'er the Main, 


With this Deſign, he told 'em plain 180 


*T was to relieve the Orphan Poor, 
With Part of this collected Store. 
The Truth of which, ſbou'd any doubt, 
They may go o'er and find it out. 


Ly 


FAREWELL to George, he now is gone, 125 
But here remains his Brother John, 


The greateſt Artiſt in the Trade, 
Who more, and more, Diſciples made ; 


— EET——_ _—_—— 


, + One of thoſe employ'd in belbing to collect, or 
gather up their Money, as above, 
At the Old-Baily, 
$ In Newgate. 


And © 


115 


180 


Tbe Propreſs of Methodiſm. 11 
And ſtill ſucceſsfully went on, | 
The Progreſs you ſhalt hear anon. 130 


No Contributions were diminiſh'd, 
Becauſe the Room was yet unfiniſh'd. 
Then, ſtrangely, for a certain While, 
He led (I do not ſay beguile) 
His Hearers into certain Notions, 135 
Confirming them in their Devotions, 
The Females all gave cloſe Attendance, 
Whereof were ſome of ſure Dependance ; 
And ſuch, alone, were pitch'd upon, 
A holy Farce to carry on, 140 
A Thing which pleas'd 'em to the Heart; 
Ambitious they to act the Part, 
That gave Pretence to vainly boaſt, 
They had receiv'd the Holy. Ghoſt “. 
But firft, this Rev'rend Man, no Doubt, 145 
Muſt caſt their evil Spirits out. 


Tux holy Scene, then, next begun, 


Was, in this Manner, carried on, 

Theſe Women, falling down before him, 

As if (forſooth) they wou'd adore him, I50 
And ſeem'd to he in ſtrange Confuſion, 


Or, ſubject to a ſtrong Deluſion; 


B 2 Be 
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999 90 


* About this Time many of thoſe Women publicly 
declared they had, inflantly, and feelingly, received 


the Holy Ghoſt, 
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Be it the former, or, the latter, 

It ſtill availeth no great Matter; 

Becauſe, they ſay (if you will hear it) 155 
This Combat *twixt the Fleſh and Spirit, 


The Benefit redounds, alone, 


On them; to others *tis unknown. 
As, there, beneath his Feet they laid, 
The Doctor over them he pray'd, 160 
Vet ſtill they grovel'd, on the Ground, 
Till he a proper Hymn had found; 
When, next unto his fervent Prayer, 
This Hymn was ſung by all were there; 
By Means whereof theſe, Women ſaid, 165 
Their evil Spirits from them fled *. 
But hw ſhall any one be ſure, 
Theſe evil Spirits haunt no more? 
Since ſtubborn Symptoms flill remain, 
Of which their Huſbands oft complain. 170 


Some others ſeem'd ſo ſtrong convuls'd, 


That firſt the Doctor was repuls'd ; 
O'er 


—ͤ — — 28 1 8 

* Quere, Whether this Gentleman is a licenſed 
Exorciſt? if not, he is a Cheat and an Impoſtor by 
the 72 Canon, which expreſly ſays, * That no Miniſter 
Hall, without the Licence of the Biſhop of the 
Dioceſe, attempt, upon any Pretence whatſoever, 
either of Poſſeſſion or Obſeſſion, to caſt out any De- 
vil or Devils, under Pain of the Imputation of 
* Impoſture or Coſenage, and Depoſition from the Mi- 
f niſtry, * 
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O'er theſe he ſung a ſecond Hymn, 

Which quite deſtroy'd the Man of Sin, 

And gave their Minds ſuch quick compoſe, 175 

They, from the Ground, as quick aroſe, 

And faid they were converted Women, 

And felt the Holy Ghoſt within *em: 

Then Hymns of Praiſe ſo loud were ſung, 

The Vale returning Echoes rung. 180 
Theſe Miracles did ſoon decline, 

Extreams endure the ſborteſt Time. 


*Twas now about, or, near this Time, 
I think, the Year was Thirty Nine, 
John found that ſome, by him converted, 185 
Neglected had, as they aſſerted, 
A Chriſtian Rite which was requir'd, 
And ought, by all, to be deſir'd. 
In this he rightly did adviſe *em, 
And took upon him to baptize *em ; 190 
Appointing out a proper Place *, 
Todip them all ; who had the Grace. 
THe Time when this was undertaken, 
I think, by none can be miſtaken ; 


Becauſe the Rigour of that Seaſon F, I95 


To be remember'd, ſtands with Reaſon, 
| In 


— Eng 


In the River From, at Baptiſt-Mills, abaut a 
Mile from Briſtol. | 
In January, the ſevere hard Winter. 
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Iv Time of that ſevereſt Froſt, 
Which did ſo cuttingly accoſt, 
He very early, in each Morn, 
Still call'd *em forth for to adorn l 
Them with that Seal they had neglected, 
A Benefit they now expected. 
Accordinaly they did repair, 
Thro' Froſt, and Snow, with ſhudd'ring, there; 
Some came more quick, and ſome more ſlacker, 
Their Teeth, within their Mouths, did hacker; 
Some ſaid the Cold wou'd do them Harm, 
They ſaid their Zeal wou'd keep them Warm; 
They'd run the Riſque, at all Event, 
So broke the Ice, and down they went. 210 
T hoſe dip'd that Time, admits this Queſtion, 
Were they arriv'd unto Diſcretion ? | 
But yet when warmer Weather came, 
No more of this occur'd to Name. 


Tre Room, “ for publick Worſhip ſeated, 
Was much about this Time compleated ; 
And ſome, more wiſe than all the reſt, 


On Conſultation, thought it beſt 


For ever to repoſe the Truſt 
Of that Foundation, inthe Fu/, 220 


* n 


* — — . 


Page q, l. go. 
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A certain Number to be choſen, 
Of Eight, or Ten, perhaps a Dozen; 
But John, more cunning than them all, 


or” Obedient to an inward Call, 
Secur*d the Title of this Room 225 
Unto himſelf, and Heirs to come. 
| Naw, who can blame the Man of God, 
- 1 oh Or, who can ſay he acted odd? 
os Their Souls they truſt within his Hands, 
cker; Il by mayn't they tru/t him with their Lands? 
Therefore, henceforth, aſſert for true, 
bY 3 That John's Arch-Prieft and Patron too 
Who, being in that Rev'rend Station, 
39 Took Care for proper Regulation, 
n 
Nor E, publick Worſhip now was open, 235 
To all who came the Word was ſpoken, 
Then, next, the Zealots did agree 
To form a clofe Society ; 
ated, Fixed certain Times, they thought moſt fit 
; For them, and them alone, to meet: 240 


| Where, at ſuch Times, none muſt come on 
But fuch as Tickets had from John; 
| With this Device, upon the ſame, 

220 The Number, and the B:arer's Name. 

A | All other Comers then forbidden, 245 
Excepting thoſe who, thus Prieſt-ridden, 
Belicv'd. by Virtue of this Ticket, 
They'r ſeparated from the Wicked. 
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All 
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All thoſe, as Members of the Place, 

Make * Weekly Payments, more, or, leſs; 250 
And ſuch whoſe Circumſtances alter, 

Pay, further, by the + Month, or, Quarter. 


Soon were thoſe Weekly Payments doubl'd, 
But do not think the Saints were bubbPd, 
A cogent Reaſon John pretended, . 255 
To have the Payments thus amended ; 
For why? a Mortgage now was found, 
Amounting to Two Hundred Pound, 
The Right whereof appeared good, 
For which this Room engaged ſtood, 260 
Nor leſs than this could be expected, 
For who would part with Sums, colleCted 
On ſuch Account, to purchaſe land, 
And raiſe a Fabrick out of Hand, 
"Till ſome Expedient was found out 265 
Such After-clap to bring about ? 


Whew crafty John this Caſe had ſtated, 
And Circumſtances had related, 
What could they leſs, than ſtrait agree, 
To ſet their Houſe of Worſhip free ; 279 


„ Or, 


* They began at firſt with a Penny, but now 
tauo Pence is the loweſt weekly Payment for each 
Member. 

+ One Shilling per Month, or five Shillings per 
Quarter; other Followers, not Members of the Saciety, 
their Payments are voluntary. 


> 


In 
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Or, otherwiſe, remain'd a Doubt, 
50 Leſt John might be ejected out; 
And this Ejectment to prevent, 
They all agreed, with one Conſent, 
The Augmentation to ſupply, 275 
And thought they had good Reaſon why : 
* For ev'ry Day, by ſound Report, 
53 Theſe Hood-wink'd People there reſort, 
At Morning five, and Ev'ning ſeven, 
In their peculiar Way to Heav'n. 280 
And ſome, tis ſaid, who thither come, 
Their Children want for Bread at home, 


12 


f 


260 
ANOTHER pious Reſolution, 
Or, further Plea for Contribution, 
In + Kings-wood there was undertaken, 285 
The Colliers Minds for to awaken ; 
265 Not willing any ſhould be loſt; : 
John ſpar'd no Pains, and they no Coſt; 
So, Contributions were repeated, 
; And a Religious Houſe compleated ; 290 
Where George, before he went, tis ſaid, 
270 The firſt Foundation-Stone 4 had laid. 
Or, 8 ! C But 
* * Page q. Line 90. 
each About two Miles from Briſtol, 
He aſſimbled the Multitude together at the lays 
195 per ing of this Stone; "which wwas then and there ſuc- 


ociety, ceeded by Prayer, &c. but the further Building 
thereof was reſpited until now. a 
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18 The Propreſs of Methodiſm. 
But John the Structure up did raiſe, 
Some ſay, for Profit more than Praiſe : 
Be that as *twill, it bears Renown 

Fer Worſhip, like his Houſe in Town; 


Alike in both, for ſoft Amuſes, 
Are * proper Rooms for private Uſes. 


295 


Now both theſe Rooms are often ſounding 
With ſinging, praying, and expounding ; 300 
All this, be ſure, without Intriegue, 

By John, and, Charles, his Colleague ; 
J might have ſaid, By Birth his Brother, 
Since Blood has ty'd 'em fo together, 
Think not they have deceitful Hearts, 
No, no, they Maſters are of Arts, 
Who to their Audience do impart 

A Doctrine, which they both aſſert, 
And tell 'em (this they oft” relate) 

How that there is a ſinleſs State, 

Which, in this Life, may be acquir'd 
By all, by whom it is defir'd ; 

And, if they follow their LireQtion, 
They may attain to this Perfection, 
Commit no Sin againſt the Lord, 

In either Thought, or Deed, or Word. 


305 


310 


315 


W read, when Chriſt wrote on the Ground, 


Net one ſo per fett there was found; 
| Who 
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Ido durft preſume to caſt the Stone : 


All left the Woman ſtand alone, 320 


On certain Times, within a Year, 
Thoſe * learned Doctors are not here; 
From hence, they often ſally forth 
To London, Wales, or, to the North + ; 


| But in their Abſence ſtill provide 325 


Some Under/trappers, which may guide 

And feed the Flock, they leave behind, 

With Food convenient for their Mind, 

Till their Return; for (ſome do ſay) 

Thoſe giddy Sheep are apt to ſtray; 330 
Tho' many Things their Prieſts relate, 

To ſooth them in this perfect State, 

And often plead with Reſolution, 

As if *twas Goſpel Inſtitution, 

The thoughtleſs Crowd, that flock to hear 'em, 
(1Vho rightly think, go not a-near em,) 

Believe their Doctrine is the right, 

And ſureſt Way to laſting Light: 

But, ſhould they find themſelves miſtaken, 
And from their Lethargy awaken, 340 
They'll then the Ignis fatuus dread, 


By which they've been fo long miſled, 
G 2 THREE 


CY 
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john and Charles. 


T Newcaſtle upon Tine, where they have late! 
efablifbed the like Society as here. > y 
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TREE fourth Parts, of what attend 'em, 
Are Female Sex, and John's to mend em ; 
For Women are moſt prone to fall, 345 
Like Eve, their Mother, firſt of all, 


Who, can they keep their Faults but hidden, 
Will eat the Fruzt that is forbidden. | 


Tus Women are, by John's Commands, 
To enter into private Bands; 350 
Nor leſs than five, nor more than ten, 


Excluſive of the Sons of Men? 


Yet none attain this holy Station 
But ſuch who, firſt, have paſt Probation : * 


Each Band, ſelected, gentle, meek, 355 
Meet all together, once a Week, | 


Declare, to one another's Faces, 


Their growing, or declining, Graces. 


Taz grave/ſt Matron, in each Tribe, 
With Prudence, o'er them does preſide, 360 
To note the Sins of all the reſt, | 
*Fore whom each Sifter ſtands confeſt, 
And tho? they all demurely look, 
Their Faults are enter'd in a Book; 
„ <a All 


— 
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* Their 7 rial and Behaviour, which they al 
the publick Bands. . 
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355 


360 
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All which, when proper Times come on, 365 
Thoſe Matrons grave report to Fohn, 

Then thoſe Delinguents give Attendance, 

To know from him, what is their Penance; 
When ſuch, who fell thro' weak Condition, 
Come off with only Admonition ; 370 
And ſuch, who cou'd more firmly ſtand, 

Are humbled with a Reprimand ; 

But thoſe, more flagrant in Offences, 

Are, notwithſtanding all Pretences, 
Diſcharg'd, and ſo (farewell their * Ticket ! )375 
Turn'd out, again, among the Wicked : 
And there they muſt remain, no doubt, 

Or buy their Reſtoration out. 

But ſome, who perſonate the Saint, 

And make Confeſſions, thro conſtraint, 380 
They ſecret ſome peculiar Crimes, 
By them committed, divers Times, 

Such as their Hiſbands never knew, 

Nor none but they, with they know whoe 


PERHAPS, for this it may be ſaid, 385 
Theſe Women in Excuſe may plead, 
Don't Papiſts venture to conceal 
A Fault they care not to reveal ; 
Some ſecret Sin reſerye entire 


Unknown to Jeſuit, Prieſt, or Fryar ; 390 
; f 
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Tf they ſome Crime forbear to name, 
Why mayn't we imitate the ſame ? 


A Tateb- Night they'r enjoin'd to keep, 
Who, while they watch, retrain from Sleep; 
And then both Mule and Female too, 395 
They join together What to do? 

"Tis to be hop'd, no evil Thing, 
But watch, and prey, and praiſe, and ſing : 
Yet thoſe, who in the Night, thus roam, 


Beſt watch them out, and watch them Home. 409 


This Watch Night too, ſometimes, they keep 
In King -M od Rom ; they loſe ſome Sleep, 
To execute that Duty there, 

Where, many, out from Town, & repair, 

And, when the Celebration's over, - 405 
Tis very eaſy to diſcover, 

Nen, Boys, and Girls, and Nomen too, 
Come ſtrolling Home at Morning two. 


AxoTHER Rite, that next comes on, 


In order now to treat upon, 419 


Is a Love- Feaſt ; for fo they call it, 

Tho? ſome do now and then Foreſtall it, 

Like ſuch who are for haſting on 

To buy &er Market is begun. 
Fan | Lc This 
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This Feaſt is only Bread and Water, * 415 
The Charge of that is no great Matter 


Yet ſo much Time is ſpent, by ſome, 
To fea/t Abroad, they fa/t at Home. 
* This Feaſt (and Faſting) is their Duty, 
393 The Doctor, only, reaps the Booty ; 420 
But recommends to them the Tryal, 
Of Abſtinence, and Self- Denial. 
This loving Feaſt (if that be right) 
Is celebrated, too, by Night; 
Which Time, and Thing, they much admire, 
For why? it ſuits with their Deſire, 
P Their Ghoſtly Father to revere, 
When he and all his Seng draw near 
The pious Siſters, Nives, and Miſſes, 
And greet them, well, with holy K:ſſes. 430 


Now where is he, who can diſprove, 
| This Feaſt to be a Feaſt of Love? 
| However ! it wou'd beſt become, 
415 Thoſe 7/7ves for to be hiſs d at Home, 


L THIS novel Dact'rine, ſo religious, 435 
(I'd almoſt call'd it Superftitious ; | 

Altho' ſuch Hecatombs do follow, 
The Who counts em wiſe, his Brain's but ſhallow 3 
1 And 


8 


* Cake Bread. 
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24 The Progreſs of Methodiſm, 
And, therefore let him number'd be, 
With thoſe of this Society, 
Which are, by Fohn, ſo regulated, 
They'r into minor Claſſes * ſtated ; 
And each contains an even Dozen, 
In whom is left no Room for Cozen 
Becauſe that each reſpective Claſs, 
A proper Head, or Leader has, 
Who gather up their Weekly pay, 
Not + R—mſ—y like, to run away, 
But what they gather, think moſt meet, 
To lay at John the Doctor's Feet. 
In Holy-writ we read, you'll find, 
When blinded Leaders lead the Blind, 
Together in a Ditch they fall ; 


449 


445 


450 


© This Goſpel- truth is known to all. 


Theſe Leaders, when you count *em right, 455 

Amount in all to Forty-Eight, 

Each Leader on his Claſs doth call, 

And John, alone, he leads em all. 

However, ſtill, to do him right, 

Some Caſh goes out for Candle Light: 460 

They meet by Night, and then (pray mark this) 

Without ſuch light They'r all in Darkneſs. 
| THESE 


”- EY by th 


Forty eight Claſſes. 
+ Page 10, Line 103. 
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THESE Things are ſo, you plainly ſee, 
449 Thro' Frantick-Zeal, and Bigotry ; 
Which ſet thoſe People all a madding, 465 
And running, up and down, a gadding, 
In which they ſeem to take ſuch Pleaſure, 
They diſregard all earthly Treaſure, 
So glib do flow their Weekly Pays, 


M So well the Doctor ſings, and prays, 470 
That Prieſt, and People, all do ſay, 
None live ſuch holy Lives as they; 
However, this appears notorious, 

450 Theſe holy ones are moſt cenſorious, 


A ſinleſs State, ſome put ſuch Face on't, 475 
To fay they're got within an Ace on't ; 
Yet there are ſome, whom I can name, 
Have had an Ace, and miſs'd the Game. 


at, 455 Tux Phariſee (with proud diſdain) 
His boaſted Virtues did proclaim : 480 
The Publican went off the Winner, 
Who did confeſs himſelf a Sinner, 


ALL Things, as yet, went ſmoothly on, 
By prudent Management of John, 
Who kept his Flock in ſuch Decorum, 485 
They all went in and out before 'm | 
With great Alacrity of Spirit, 
Eſteeming him a Man of Merit. 
"BD However 
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However, as Ill-luck wou'd have it, 

At laſt appear'd an Affidavit, * 490 
Accuſing John, by ſetting forth 

But hold to ſtain his Cloth I'm loth, 
And therefore, think, I had much better 
Refer you to a printed Letter, $ 

Which doth, as ſure as you was born, 495 
Coroborate with what was ſworn. 


Jon having met with this Attack, 
In Vigilance he was not lack ; 
For well he knew that ſuch Detraction 
Wou'd Umbrage give, and Satisfaction, 500 
To purge himſelf, wou'd de expected, 3 
Or elſe the Cauſe might be neglected. 
That this might not eclipſe his Glory, 
(For none like him to gloſs a Story) 5 
He thought it beſt to make Reply 5G | 
To jurat coram, by and by. | 
Againſt the Letter next did write, | 
And all, who clearly had their Sight, 
Dil 


* Made by Mr. Robert Williams, of Briſto) 
Merchant | 

$ Wrote by Thomas Chriſtie, Eq; Recorder 
Savannah; both printed aud publiſh'd here, and non 
re-printed herewith, | 

+ He cauſed his Replies, to both the Affidavit a 
Letter, to be likewiſe printed and publiſhed, ab hid 
are alſo re printed herewith. 


hs 


The Progreſs of Methodiſm. 27 


Did well diſcern the Sophiſtry, 
As plain as One and Two makes three, 510 
490 
Joan ſtrove to prove the Whole a Fiction, 
„ Prom, what he calls, a Contradiction; 
Which, if conſider'd but a While, 
You eaſily may reconcile, 
495 If thoſe two Men, his Pail, as ſaid, 515 
| One ſtaid behind, one with him fled, 
Then both appears for to be true, 
He left his Bail and took it too. 
” Yet ſtill the Sect of his Perſuaſion, 
Who wou'd not ſee thro? this Evaſion, 520 
With Bronze and wonted Reſolution, 
| Said John was under Perſecution, 
And bore Reproach, amidſt 'em all, 
As undeſerved as Saint Paul. 


500 


501 From hence the Bigots all concluded, 525 
y him they could not be deluded, 

On what did now, or might, appear, 

| They'd cloſe their Eye, and ſtop their Ear; 
Du Believing all he faid, before 

What any others ſaid or ſwore. 530 


—_ — 


of Briſto) 


Pcorder 1 


WHAT greater Blindlings can there be, 
e, and non 


Than thoſe reſolved not to ſee? 
D 2 Such 


fidavit ans 
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* The moſt fampus Oculift * this preſent Ape. 
$ A printed Catalogue, publiſh'd on his Return. 


Such Obſtinacy blindeth more, 8 
Than Doctor T—yl—r * can reſtore, $13 
1 

Ir happens now that George, again, 535 of 
Returns from Georgia, o'er the Main, 1 
Lo! various Things do now and then BY 
Occur, thus to employ the Pen. 4 0 
George tells you (who can chuſe but mind him) [ N 
What uſeful Things he left behind him, 5-9 k V 
In which the Caſh had been laid out, 7, 
The Truth of which you needn't doubt, ;: A 
Becauſe tis printed & to your View, A 
And who wou'd print what was not true? a 
There you may ſee what he did job in, 545 | 
As Laces, Inkle, Pins and Bobbin, He 
With others of as great Importance, T 
All very uſeful for the Orphans. W. 
Now, who beſide, that you can name, Fo 
Wou'd, for theſe Orphans, do the fame; 550 Un 
Such coſtly Things, of divers Kind, = BY 
To buy and leave with them behind. Ane 
To make this Tract the more compleat, 2% 
Occaſion comes in Hand to treat, Info 
| Sometimes Þ The 
„ e per: The 
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Sometimes of one, then of the other, 355 
But now again of both together ; 

For now appears a ſtrange Diviſion, 

53 Þþ 'Twixt John and George, about Religion, 
| Much like the falling out of Friends, 

In publick Shew, for private Ends; 560 
Or Lawyers pleading for their Fee, 

d him) 1 Who ſeem to differ, yet agree. 
When George return'd he thought it fit, 
| John's Doctrine fot to contradict; 
And John as loudly he exclaims 565 
; Againſt the Doctrine George maintains, 


PERHAPS ſome People may ſurmiſe, 
How can ſuch Difference ariſe 
T wixt theſe two Men; how can it be, 
Who ſo exactly did agree; 570 
For ſurely here we are a-ground, | 
Until a Reaſon can be found : 
In what they differ, we would know it, 
And for what End, if you can ſhow it. 


b. 1 $39 


at, Werr | muſt I undertake the Taſk, 575 
Inform thoſe People what they aſk ? 

metimes Then, theſe are, what I have been told, 

574 0 7 T20 | The Points of Doctrine George doth hold, 


t Ape. 
Leturn 


N | An 
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An abſolute Prede/lination, 
Election, and a Reprobation, 580 
With a particular Redempt'on ; 

And one Thing more remains to mention, 

A State of conſtant Perſeverance, 

Obſerve the Points, and their Coherence ; 

But John, who has another Taſte, 585 
Denies *em all, from firſt to laſt, 


Now you ſhall hear what John profeſſes, 
And that, you'll ſay, the quite reverſe is, 
A ſinleſs State, compleat Perfection 
In this frail Life, without Defection: 590 
And, what he further ſaith is this, 
Redemption univerſal is, 
That free's the Will, to ſtand or fall: 
Theſe Tenets George denies them all. 
All Queriſts, here, may plainly ſce, 595 
Wherein thoſe Fathers diſagree 
A little Patience to attend, 
We'll ſhew them alſo for what End. 


THEsE warm Debates caus'd their dividing, 
Each other's Doctrine they deriding, 600 
With ſuch Vehemence, 'twas no Wonder 
To ſee them parted thus aſunder. 


580 


590 


595 


7iding, 
600 
er 


4 
$4 
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As for the Sheep, two Flocks they made 'em, 
Like Jacob and his Uncle Laban, 
Which did this near Reſemblance bear, 605 
Some white“, ſome Black +, ſome ſpotted were . 
But yet, I think, that Jacob never 
Did mingle all the Sorts together, 
Like thoſe, who with their Shepherd's Crook, 
All forts together ſeek to hook ; 610 
The Church of England, what they can, 
The Romaniſts, all to a Man, 
The 2ucker, and the Antinomian, 
The Arian, and the Muggletonian, 
The Independent, and Arminian, 615 
Prede/linarian, and Socinian, 
The Ana- Baptiſt, Preſbyterian, 
And the unſteady Here and Were- ian, 
And many more attend their Call, 
Have no Religion, none at all. 620 

Lo! ſome of all Denominations 

Complete their medly Congregations. 


Jonx (being perfect) kept Poſſeſſion 
Of both the Rooms, without all Queſtion; 
He minded neither cou nor pro, 625 
He firmly ftood in ſtatu que, 
He 


* Citizen, + Colliers. + Looſe Gentry. 
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Heleft his Brother in the Lurch, 

A Preacher, but without a Church. 

But George, who Deſtiny believ'd, _ 

His Doctrine knew would be receiv'd, 630 

And therefore to be heard and ſeen, 

He preached in the Bowling-Green;“ 

Where many People flock'd to hear him, 

Some lik'd, ſome went no more a- near, him. 

Thro? this a Party Sect aroſe, 635 

The other Party to oppoſe ; 

And, more to cultivate this Diſtance, 

From John to George, went two Aſſiſtants, F - 

That others, led by their Example, | 

To follow might have Reaſon ample. 640 
*Trs often ſaid, and often ſeen, 
Decoy-Ducks draw the others in. 


PERFECTION and Predeſtination, 
Each loudly call'd for Approbation. 


For George who preach'd, as well as John, 645 


With Zeal, was drawing many on, 

And, thro' the Turn of theſe Aſſiſtants, 

His Doctrine met the leſs Reſiſtance. 

So, by theſe cunning Artifices, 

Two Nets were caſt to catch the Fiſhes, 650 
TRE 


— mt 


. the Pithay. +$---xand H - ys þ 


The Progreſs of Methodiſm, 
Tre Party now attach'd to George, 


Were willing to contribute large ; 
Becauſe they ſaw how Doctor Jahn 
Two Rooms had got, and George had none; 


630 They plainly, ſaw before their Eyes, 655 
The Caſe was ſo; this Enterprize 
Was then reſolv'd, without Delay, 
1 Nem. con. for ſo they all did ſay, 


635 That George, twas thus concluded on, 
Shou'd have Two Rooms, as well as John. 660 

They were contented to be drain'd 

df By George, but Jobn they quite refrain'd, 

7 

Lo! here you ſee, Benighted-Zeal 

| Helps to advance each Doctor's Weal ; 

A Houſe *, or Room, with joint Conſent, 665 

Was taken, at an annual Rent, 

And proper Alterations made, 

Jo fit it for their Preaching- Trade; 

Where, they might all reſort together, 

Free from th' Inclemency of Weather; 670 

Where they might all, with one Accord, 

Together meet, to ſerve the Lord. 

This firſt Part of their Reſolution, 


Was done, with eaſy Contribution; 


640 


n, 045 


s. 650 Ide other Part, reſolved on, 675 
Taz More coſtly was, you'll judge anon. 
SP * The Smith's Hall, in tbe Quakers Friars. 


— * 
—— YO —— — — — 
—— i oo — — 


34 The Progreſs of Methodiſm. 


Nor E, John à Room built in the“ Wood, 
There they agreed to build as good, 

Which ſhou'd not, in the leaſt Degree, 

With what he built inferiour be. 680 
As quick as Time cou'd bring about, 

The + Ground was fairly meaſur'd out; 

Next the Foundation, then the Structure, 
Was laid, was rais'd in ArchiteQure, 

Where now the Fabrick doth appear, 685 
With Preaching, and Expounding there : 
Thus Double-Rooms each Doctor ſuiting, 
They're both upon an equal Footing, 

Where all may come that have a Mind, 

(Who will not come may ſtay behind) 690 
Each may their Minds, and Purſes eaſe, 

In Town, or Country, as they pleaſe, 


From hence, you ſee by what Induction, 
Into his Rooms, to give Inſtruction, 
Each Holy-Father got Poſſeſſion, 695 
Foc to ſupport his own Profeſſion, 


AND now they made a mighty Pother, 
Antagoniſts to one another ; | 
Each, ſeeming, ſtrove to gain the better, 


For Gain aloe Was now the Matter. 700 
And 


— 


* Page 16. Line 286. 
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00d, And each his Hearers, roundly, told, 
Sheep muſt be kept within the Fold ; 
* That if they ſtray'd, from one to t'other, 
689 They ſurely wou'd be loſt for ever; 
Shou'd any one be thus deluded, 705 
He from the Saints wou'd be excluded; 
was, either Side, by this Relation, 
A ſure Preſage of their Damnation. 
685 ” Theſe Rev'rend Doctors thus denouncing 
Anathema's, each Side pronouncing, 710 
Their Hearers, with them, did agree 
To ſay, Amen, So let it be. 


690 


FRou thence each Side ſtuck cloſe together, 
Io rail at, and condemn, the other: 
Fach Side proclaim'd, with Sound of Tongue, 
The other Side was in the wrong. 
ion, (It each was right, when they did ſay 
The other Side was led aſtray.) 
> Each Side ſo ſtrangely were deceiv'd, 
That this they ſtedſaſtly believ'd ; 720 
0 Themſelves ſecure, the others not, 
Ty © Each Side bad thus the better Lot: 
| þ But others ſay, and ſome proteſt, 
ry 4 Chooſe either Side, and Bad's the beſt. 
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Tus whilſt, in jeſt, the Doctors ſnarPd, But 
Their Devotees, in earneſt, quarrell'd App 
So warmly, that you might- perceive, The 
Their Faith was pinn'd upon their Sleeve, As! 
Such Faith, you'll ſay, is but implicit, * Wh 
And thoſe beſt off who chance to miſs it, 730 f Affe 
Who, not conſenting to embrace it, I To 


On Truſt alone, before they trace it, And 
All ſuch are out of this D eſign, 

To fpeak of them is loſing Time; 

And therefore, to prevent Digreſſion, 735 
Each Side, confirm'd. in their Profeſſion, 

The Cauſe prevailing, Good, or Bad, 

They parted free from- what they had ; 
Obſequious, always, at their Call, 

They ſtill continue, one and all, 740 
Nay, you'd admire for to ſee 

Each Party's great Docility. 


Neo Flocks of Sheep, like thoſe are here, 
Bear conſtant Shearing, all the Year ; 
And conſtant Shearing, as I take it, 745 
Will keep a Sheep for conſtant naked; 
And fo we'll leave thoſe difPrent Flocks, 
Augmenting ſtill their Shepherds“ Stocks, 
Who (Softlings like) their Caſh depoſit, 
For whom ? or what? ask him who knows it. 


But 
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But 


But they who teach 'em, beſt can tell, 

Apply to them, they know full well. 

They keep Accounts in true Perfection, 

As beſt agrees with their Election; 

Where this, particular, rich Treaſure, 7355 
Affords them, univerſal, Pleaſure 

To have it at their own Free- will, 

And perſevere to keep iti ſtill. 


Tavs John, and George, like artful Gallants, 


; Did each, with Gain, enereaſe their Talents ; 
They were not idle, no not they, 


Each flung the Napłin quite away; 


But yet, ſay ſome judicious Men, 
Where George gain'd five, that John gaiw d ten; 
hBecauſe, ſay they, we plainly wiſt, 765 
How John's the beſt Oeconomiſt; 

For why, the Leaders *, ſaid beſore, 
To make his Fund the more ſecure, 
Ten Stæwards & over them he plac'd, 
For ta prevent all Fraud or waſte, 

And Four, who were call'd the Chief, 
Were ehoſen, Men of gord: Belief ; 
Theſe, lock the Treaſure in a Choſt, 

ave diff rent Keys, but none the reſt; 


779 


* 


* Page 24, J. 448. 
} 4 late Regulation. 
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And, ſhou'd you aſk em, can they ſay, 775 — 


That John has not a Ma/ter- Key. by | The 
| { Thol 

THrtRe's one Thing more to mention yet, They 

A Thing not proper to forget, Au 


Which will redound unto the Fame ; Muſt 
Of John, ard George, who act the ſame ; 780 


A Scheme concerted to the Life, | - 
To ſtrengthen Neaftlings in the Faith: What 
For, once a Month, their Rev'rend Betters I hope 
Exhibit forth Religious Letters, To ca 
And tell ' em (ſure they're not Deceivers,) 785 
Thoſe Letters iſſue from Believers ; * 
From diſtant Parts *, by Poſt, they come, © Thoſe 
Bring welcome News to thoſe at Home. As ſuc] 
Theſe Letters, then, are open ſpread, For fo 
Which, publickly, the Doctors read; 790 
The Doors ſtand ope, all may draw near, Bur 
Who have a Mind the ſame to hear; For to 
Wherein are couch'd ſome ſhrewd Expreſſions, Þ How (1 
Acquainting of ſome ſtrange Converſions ; The R. 
How faſt their Numbers do increaſe, 795 Becauſe 
What Comſort, Joy, what inward Peace, Within. 
What Soul Experiences they had, How G. 
How many turn'd to Good from Bad: And lik; 
How 

2 Eo Ss 24 2 

London, Newcaſtle, &c. | | * 0,, 


| Page 321 
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75 How free the Contributions flow, 
The moſt material Thing to know, 800 
b Thoſe Letters yield ſo much Content, 
| a They to, and from, are Monthly ſent; 
And then, each Clerk, employ'd to write, 
; Muſt, what his Maſter doth indite. 
7 O $1 


Tuo' here is laid before your View, 805 


What John and George have done, and do, 
ö : I hope you will not be ſo nanght. 
þ To call the Whole a Piece of Craft, 


So ſtands the Cafe, this preſent Time, 

| Thoſe Eccleſ*aſticks, both divine, --" ne 
As ſuch we ought for to revere 'em; 

IF or ſo do all who trot to hear em. 


Bo r lo ſays one if I ſhou'd Liſt 
For to become a Methodiſt, 


ſons, 1 How ſhall I know which Side to chuſe, 815 


; The Right embrace, the Wrong refuſe? 
795 | Becauſe that I have lately ſeen, 
, Within a certain Magazine “, 
| How George pretends to * 
And likewiſe John to Revelation. 820 
How Þ The 
— — TER BY £4 2 | 
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* The Gentleman's Magazine for June 1741, vid. 
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The Holy Spirit, as they ſay, 

f Th 
Inſpires each a diff rent Way. Bu 
A diff rent Way ? can that be true? : 
1 An 
This ſeems, to me, perhaps to you, ＋. 
Too much abſurd to reconcile; 825 9 1 
The holy Spirit's free from Guile. N ks : 


Yet this they have pretended long, 

And each one ſays the other's wrong; 

This fixes firm my Reſolution, 

By which they'll miſs my Contribution: 

If they no better can agree, 

Pl &en ſtick cloſe to where I be. 

If neither one be in the Right, 

Tis beft to bid them both good Night. 
Thro'out the whole, to this Concluſion, 

Here's nothing blended in Confuſion 

All Things are trac'd, progreſſive, on, $ 

In order whence they firſt begun. 

Shou'd Criticks, who millike this Lay, . 

For Cavil-Sake, pretend to ſay, 840 

Some Points of Time are not exact, 

What then? they can't evade the Fact; 

The Fact ſo clear appears to all, 

None can its Truth in Queſtion call ; 

More ſtrong than common Fame alone, 845 

Becauſe to Thouſands, here, tis known; 

Therefore each Party, here, may ſce, 


They treated are impartially : 


The 
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The Author had no more in view, 
But, thus, to render both their Due; 
And ſhou'd they thank him for his Care, 
'Tis more than he expects to hear; 
bag Or ſhou'd they call him Erring-Brother, 
Why, even, ſo they call each other. 
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APPENDIX: 


Mr, Robert Wilhams's 
AFFIDAVIT. 


City of Br OS Ir Williams, of the City 
(to wit.) of BRISTOL, Merchant, 
S maketh Oath, that he well knows John Weſley, 
late of Savannah in the Province of Georgia, 
Z Clerk, but now Reſident in the City of Briſtol; 
and ſaith that, about the Month of Augu/t, which 
was in the Year of our Lord One Thouſand 
Seven Hundred and Thirty Six, He, this Depo- 
nent, arrived at Savannah aforeſaid on board the 
| Ship Grenadier, William Woodward, Com- 
mander, in order to trade and ſettle Plantations 
there, he having before obtained a Grant from 
the Truſtees for Five Hundred Acres of Land; 
and ſaith that he continued there for about che 
ſpace of Two Years, and then made a Voyage 
to Saint Chriſtopber's; on which Voyage he was 
out about four Months, and then returned back 
gain to Savannah aforeſaid, where he continued 


in 


pwards of ſix Months, and then left the Colony 
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in order to proceed to England; and accordingly W. 
arrived at the Port of London, the Beginning of Un) 
November laſt, (viz.) One Thouſand Seven ma? 
Hundred and Thirty Nine, And this Deponent Clo 
faith, That, during thetime he was at Savannah, ſon 
he Traded very largely, Built very conſiderable ſuch 
Buildings, both at Savannah and other pants of the and 
ſaid Colony, and greatly improved large Tracts defi 
of Land, and was eſteemed to have one of the noty 


chief Settlements in the ſaid Colony. And this 2 
Deponent ſaith, That ſoon after he arrived at Sa- perſi 
vannah aforeſaid, the ſaid Meſſey then being, knor 


and, for near the ſpace of twelve Months before, laid, 
having been, reſident there, the common Con- was, 
verſation in Company there was concerning the T how: 


ſaid John Weſley, his Method of Preaching, and aſore 
Manner of Life and Behaviour, and how he had of t! 
ſeduced the common Perſons there ſettled, to Idle= WM Coun 
neſs, and what other Miſchiefs he had there Fury 
done; and particularly faith, It was then com- and i 
mon Fame, and a current Report and received Secon 
Opinion, amongſt moſt of the Principal Settlers of ou 


there, that the ſaid JYe/ley had been guilty of Uſing WM Dirt 
too great Familiarittes with one Mrs, Sophia haviou 
Chriſtiana Hopkey, Neice to Thomas Coſton I partic: 
Es; chief Magiſtrate of Savannah, and that he faith, 
continued ſo to do, till ſuch time as the ſaid Sophia IM in Obe 
Chriſtiana Hopkey was married ta one Mr. ¶ tended 
William Williamſon, / Savannah aforeſaid, a IM atoreſa 
Gentleman of conſiderable Note there;and this Depo- WM Grand 
nent faith, That, aſter the ſaid Sophia Chriſtiana MW Thi ng 
Hopley was married to the ſaid Mr. Williamſen, WM That | 
A Need was, that ſome Lncaſineſſis had ariſen Depan- 
between them touching ſeveral Letters, and Charge, 
 atoreſa; 


Meſſages, ſent by the ſaid Weley to the 15 Mrs, 


Williamſon, Þ 


Williamſon, defiring her to meet him at divers 
Unſeaſonable Hours, and Places, in the Night, 
many of which were at his, the ſaid Weſley's, own 
Cloſet ; and that, thereupon, the ſaid Mr. William- 
/on had applied to the ſaid Meſiey to deſiſt from 
ſuch Proceedings, and Practices, for the future, 
and that the ſaid Weſley ſolemnly promiſed to 
deſiſt accordingly ; but this Deponent faith, that 
| notwithſtanding ſuch Proteſtations, he the ſaid 
| Weſley did not deſiſt from ſuch Practices, but 
perſiſted therein; which this Deponent the better 
knows, for that he this Deponent, being, as afore- 
ſaid, eſteemed one ot the chief Settlers there, 
was, by Virtue of a Precept, or Summons from 
Thomas Chiſtie, Eſq; Recorder of Savannah 
| aforeſaid, ſummoned, with Forty Three others 
of the Principal Inhabitants of the Town and 
| County of Savannah, to appear, on the Grand 
Jury, at a Court, to be held beſore the Bazliffs 
and Recorder, of the ſaid Town, on the Twenty 
Second day of Auguſt, which was in the year 
of our Lord One Thouſand Seven Hundred and 
Thirty Seven, in order to inquire into the Be- 
| haviour and Proceedings of the ſaid 7/2/ley in the 
| particulars before mentioned: And this Deponent 
faith, That he, with ſuch Forty Three others, 
in Obedience to ſuch Precept or Summons, at- 
tended the Court on the Second day of Auguſt 
aforeſaid, and were then, and there, ſworn on the 
Grand Jury, to inquire into the Matters and 
riſtiana Things aforeſaid: And this Deponent further ſaith, 
Lamſon, That while the ſaid Court was fitting, and this 
d ariſen MW Deponent, and others the ſaid Perſons, were 
, and charged and ſworn on the ſaid Grand Fury as 
rid Mrs. aforeſaid, Two ſeveral Bills of Indiftments were 
iam ſon. By -. | preferred 
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Deponent, and the reſt of the Grand Fury, there 


ſaid Weſley, for the Offences aforeſaid. And this 


| 
1 
[ 
| 
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preferred againſt the ſaid John Weſley, on 
the Proſecution of the ſaid Milliam Williamſon, 
for Miſdemeanours, and for the writing and 
ſending the ſeveral Letters and Meſſages to the 
ſaid Sophia Chriſtiana, Wife of the ſaid William 
Williamſon, to meet him at Unſeaſonable Times 
and Pleces, and endeavouring to ſeduce het as 
aforeſaid ; and this Deponent ſaith, that after 
the ſaid Bills were preferred, and ſent to this 


were at leaſt Ten Creditable Witneſſes produced 
before them, in ſupport of the Charges againſt 
the faid Weſley, contained in the ſaid Bills; and 
ſeveral of the ſaid Letters, before mentioned to 
be ſent by the ſaid 77/:/tey, to the ſaid Mrs. Mil- 
liamſon, were then allo produced, ſome where- 
of were ſigned, and others not ſigned, but this 
Deponent ſaith, that all the ſaid Letters were by 
the faid Witneſſes proved to be of the Hand 
Writing of the ſaid Fohn Weſiey, and the other 
Charges in the ſaid Bills were alſo proved to be 
true; and thereupon this Deponent and the reſt 
of the Grand Fury, Unanimouſly agreed to, and 
accordingly did, find the ſaid Bills again/t the 


Deponent faith, That the ſame Day on which 
the ſaid Bills of Indifment were found, he, this 
Deponent, was in company with ſome of the ſaid 
3 . Judges of the ſaid Court, who told 
this Deponent, that as the ſaid Bills of Indidt- Ni 
ment were found againſt the ſaid e, they 
would ſhew him, being a Clergyman, all the , they 
Lenity they could, eſpecially in a New Colony, Mving t 
and therefore would admit him to Bail, if he Me, On 
would get any proper Perſons who would bail 


him 


— 


4PPEND IX. 47 


him for his Appearance at the then next $ ans 


| 

| 
z On ; a | 
mſon, And this Deponent ſaith, That afterwards, and as | 
and this Deponent believes, the ſame Day, the ſaid John | 
o the Weſley, was. Bailed by Two Freebolders of the ſaid 
liam % of Savannah, one of which he believes to | 
Times be Henry Loyd, but the Name of the other this | 
\er as Doeponent cannot recollect, for his the ſaid Weſ 


after 1% Appearance at the then next Seſſions, in 
o this order to take his Trial for the Offences aforeſaid. 
there And this Deponent further faith, That, a little be- 


| 
ley was Bailed to take his Tryal as aforeſaid, he, | 


duced {More the Seſſions came on, at which the ſaid Weſ- 

gainſt Þ 

; and he ſaid Weſſey, about the Middle of the Night, in | 
ned to a Secret, Clandeſtine Manner, guitted the Colony, | 
i. leſerted his Bail, and went off in a Boat for i 
vhere- IM vry5burgh, being about Twenty Miles from | 


at this 

ere by 

Hand 

e other 
d to be 
the relt 
to, and 
in /t the 
nd this 
| which 
he, this 
the ſaid 
ho told 


Indif- | 


, they 
all the 
Colony, 
il, if he 
uld bail 


Fl 


him ' 


Pavannab, and from thence, as was reported, 
Falked on Foot to Char les-Town in South Caro- 
Wa, being about Two Hundred Miles, and from 
hence embarked for England And this Depo- 


nt ſaith, That the next Day after the ſaid J/2/- 
; ſo quitted the ſaid Colony, and deſerted his 
ail ag aforeſaid, the Fuſtices having Notice 
ereof, threatened to proſecute and impriſon 
Bail for ſuch his Deſertion and Leaving the 


olony, - who were in the utmoſt Confuſion 


W:cerning the ſame, but by the Interpoſition of 


5s Deponent, and ſeveral others of the Inha- 
ants of the ſaid Colony, on behalf of the ſaid 
il, and the Lenity of the Juſtices there, and 
brevent Deſtruction to their reſpectibe Fami- 
» they the ſaid Fuſtices, on this Deponent's 
pving the ſaid Colony, being the third Nay of 


e, One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Thirty 


Nine, 


4 2 .. 
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Nine, had 7 the Retognizances of the ſaid 
Bail during Pleaſure. | 


RogEkRT WILLIAMS, 


Sworn, at the City of Briſtol aforeſaid, 
the Fourteenth day of March, in the 
Year of our Lord One Thouſand | I. 
Seven Hundred and Thirty Nine, 
before me, one of his Majeſty's Fuſti- 
- of the Peace of, and for, the ſaid 
uy, 


STEPHEN CLUTTERBUCK, Mayor, 


liaritie: 
as fill 


1 a 4 


2 


i 


ſaid 


IMs. 


ayor, 
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The Reverend Mr, Fohn Weſley, to 


Capt. Robert Williams; occaſion- 
ed — an Affidavit made ſome time 
ſince, and lately re. printed. 


SN, 
O prove, That Robert IWilliams traded 


very largely during the Time he was at Sa- 
vannah ; That he built very conſiderable Buil= 
dings buh at Savannah, and other Parts of the 
Colony ; That he greath improv'd large Tracts 
of Land there; and was eſteemed to have one of 
the chief Settlements in the Colony: You have 
not ſo much as quoted common Fame. So he 
that till believe it, let him believe it. 

But you have quoted cammon Fame, to ſup- 
port ſeveral Charges againſt 7obn Weſley, Clerk: 
As, That he ſeduced the common People ſettled 
there to [dleneſs ; That he uſed too great Fami- 
liarities with Mrs, Hopkey, and continued ſo to 


| aa "till ſhe was married to Mr, William Wil- 
f G 


liamſon 
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liamſon ef Savannah, a Gentleman of conſider- 
able Note there: (*Tis much a Gentleman of 
fo conſiderable Note as Mr, William Williamſon 
would marry her!) That he ſent her ſeveral 
Letters and Meſſages after her Marriage, diſi- 
ring her to meet him at divers unſeaſonable Hours 
and Places; Many of which (Hours or Places?) 
were at his, the ſaid Weſley's own Cloſet : A 
Report was, you ſay, that theſe Things were ſo, 
Wou'd any Man deſire better Proof? | 

I am not ſurpriz'd at all, That upon ſuch 
Evidence, you ſhould advance ſuch Aſſertions. 
But I really am, at what you afterwards aſſert, 
as upon your own perſonal Knowledge, viz. 
That two Bills of Indiftment being preferred a- 
gainſt John Weſley, and ſent to the Grand Fury 
of Savannah (Bills of IndiAtment ſent to a Grand 
Jury! what kind of Proceeding is this!) This 
Deponent and the reſt of the Grand Fury, did 
unanimouſly agree, to the ſaid Bills, How 
dare you, Sir, afſert ſo groſs a Falfhood ? 
Have you no Regard either for your Reputation 
or your Soul? Do you think, there is no Gop 
to judge the Earth? You know, you m. 
know, how large a Part of that Grand Jury 
did abſolutely diſagree to every Bill of the Two 
Preſentments, and gave thoſe Reaſons of Diſa- 
greement to the "Truſtees, which neither you 
nor any Man has yet choſe to anſwer. You 
aſſert farther, That I was bailed by Two Free- 
halders of Savannah, for my Appearance at the 
then next. Seſſions. Here I charge you with a 
Second, Groſs, Wilful Falſhood. You know, 
FE neyer was bail'd at all, If I was, name the 


Men : 


100d ? 
tation 
Gop 

mull 
Jury 
Two 
Diſa- 
r you 


You 
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Men: (Henry Lliyd is ready to confront you) 
or, produce an atteſted Copy of the Record of 
Court. Tou aſſert, Thirdly, That a little be- 
pre the Seſſions came on (viz, the next Seſſions 
after thoſe Bills were found) I deſerted my Bail. 
Here is another groſs, wilful, palpable Untruth: 
For 1. No Bail was ever given; 2. I appeared 
at ſeven Seſſions ſucceſſively, after thoſe Fills 


were found, viz. on Thurſday Sept. 1: On Fri- 


day Sept. 2: At three other Seſſions held in 
September and Caober On Thurſday Nov. 2: 
And, laſtly, on Thurſday Nov. 22. (Your 
ſmaller Falſhoods, as that I guitted the Colony 
about the Middle of the Night ; That from Pure 
ri\burg to Charles- Town is about two Hundred 
Miles; [You ſhou'd have ſaid about Ninety] 
That I walked on Foot from thence to Charles- 
Town ; I paſs over as not material) You, laſtly, 
aſſert, That the Juſtices threatned to proſecute 
and impriſon my Bail if rap his Deſertion, who 
were in the utmoſt Confuſion concerning the ſame, 
But by the Interpofition of this Deponent, and ſe- 
veral others, on behalf of the ſaid Bail, and to 
prevent Deſtruction to their reſpective Families, 
the Fuſtices reſpited their Recognizances during 
Pleaſure. 

And this is, altogether, fit to crown the whole, 
Now, Sir, as you know in your own Soul, that 
every Word of this is pure Invention, without 


one Grain of Truth from the Beginning of it 


to the End; what Amends can you ever make 
either to God, or to me, or to the World ? Into 
what a dreadful Dilemma have you here brought 
yourſelf ? You muſt either openly retract an 
open Slander, or you muſt wade thro? thick and 

2 thin 
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thin to ſupport it; *till that Gop, to whom I 
appeal, ſhall maintain his own Cauſe, and ſweep 
you away from the Earth, 


T am, Sir, your Friend, 


John Weſley. 


N. B. This was written July 16, but I had 
wot Leiſure to tranſcribe it before Auguſt 3, 


1742, 
HIRE "ts WK 
Touching ſome of the Particulars 
above- mentioned, for the Satisfac- 
tion of all calm and impartial 
Men, I have added a ſhort Extract 
trom the larger Account which 


was publiſh'd ſome Years ago. 


N Monday, Auguſt 22. Mr. Cauſton, 
then the'Chief Magiſtrate of Savannah, 
(having before told me, himſelf, © I have drawn 
© a Sword and will never ſheath it, *till J have 
„Satisfaction, “) delivered, to an extraordinary 


Grand Jury which he had ſummoned to meet 


there, a' Paper entitled, A Liſt of Grie- 
vances, preſented by the —_ Jury for Savan- 
nah, this ——= Day of Auguſt, 1737. ; 


This 


3 
in ſc 
deli 
of ty 
0 Were 
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11 This the Majority of the Grand Jury altered 
ep in ſome Particulars, and on Thurſday, Sept, 1, 
delivered it again to the Court under the Form 
* of two Preſentments, containing ten Bills, which 
vere then read to the People. 

ö Herein they aſſerted upon Oath, That 
© ©< Joun WESLEY, Clerk, had frets the Laws 
% the Realm, contrary to the Peace of our 
Sovereign Lord the King, his Crown and Dig- 
© nity. 

0 x By ſpeaking and writing to Mrs. Wil- 


had 


* * namen, againſt her Huſband's Conſent. 
| | © 2. By repelling her from the holy Commu- 
4 nion. 
12 23. By not declaring his Adherence to the 
f | © Church of England. 
lars 4. By dividing the Morning Service on 


Sundays. 
fac- Þ «© 5. By refuſing to . Mr. Parker's 
tial . Child otherwiſe than by ipping, except the 


ract . _ would certify it was weak and not a- 
e to hear it. 
nich N * 6. By repelling Mr. Gough from the holy 
| | Communion. 
1 By refuſing to read the Burial Service 
uſton, 1 o erthe Body of Nathaniel Polhill. 
nnah, * 8, Bycallinghimſelt Ordinary of Savannah. 
Irawn 1 © 9. By refuſing to receive William Aglionby 


| have as a Godfather, only becauſe he was not a 


dinary FF Communicant. 
meet * 10, By refuſing Jacob Matthews for the 
Grie- [7 ſame Reaſon ; and baptizing an Indian Tra- 
x der's Child with only two Sponſors.” (This, 


to 


own, was wrong; for I ought, at all Hazards, 


— - — — — — — 
— - — 


© apprehend that Mr. o/ley ated againſt an. 
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to have refus'd baptizing it, till he had procured F * eve 


a Third.) 1 94 
The Senſe of the Minority of the Grand Ju- Tin 


rors concerning theſe Preſentments, may appear . 
from the following Paper, which they tranſ- 


mitted to the Truſtees. ; * Cor 
fore 

. 
To the Honourable the TRUSTE ESI 4 
for GEORGIA. © © cauf 
| © © whe 
< TH 7 Hertas two Preſentments have been © Chu; 
C made, the one of Auguſt 23, the o- than 


< ther of Augu/l 31, by the Grand Jury for ing 
the Town and County of Savannah, in Geor- and 
< 91a, againſt John Weſley, Clerk. We Artie 
© whoſe Names are underwritten, being Mem- and t 
© bers of the ſaid Grand Jury, do humbly beg becai 
Leave to ſignify our Diſlike of the ſaid Pre. requi, 
< ſentments and give the Reaſons for out ſtitut 
< Diſſent from the particular Bills. 8-0 
With regard to the firſt Bill, we do not cannc 


< Law,by writing or ſpeaking to Mrs. Willian-· 
© ſon, ſince it does not appear to us, that the cauſe 
© ſaid Mr. WESLEY has either ſpoke in pri. the R 
date, or Wrote to the ſaid Mrs. Williamſon, that t, 
© ſince March [the Day of her Marriage] ex Water 
one Letter of July the 5th, which he wrote, a ſuppoſ 
* the Requeſt of her Aunt, as a Paſtor, to e Certify 
Hort and reprove her. The 
The Second, we do not apprehend to be the ſai 


< true Bill, becauſe we humbly conceive Mr V 
£ Weſiey did not aſſunie to himſelf any Authog 
s rity contrary to Law; for we underſtan 

cv 
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every Perſon, intending to communicate, ſhould 
f ſignify his Name to the Curate, at leaſt, ſome 
Time the Day before; which Mrs. Williamſon 
* did not do; altho* Mr. Meſtey had often in 
Pes: full Congregation declar'd, He did inſiſt on a 
rant © Compliance with that Rubrick, and had be- 
L fore repell'd divers Perſons for Non-compli- 
© © ance therewith, / 
EES I © The third we did not think a true Bill, be- 
© © cauſe ſeveral of us have been his Hearers, 
when he has declared his Adherence to the 
e been © Church of England, in a ftronger manner 
the o- than by a formal Declaration; by explain- 
ry for ! ing and defending the Apoſtles, the Nicene, 
 Geor- and the Athanaſian Creeds, the Fhirty nine 
— We! Articles, the whole Book of Common Prayer, 
Mem- and the Homilies of the ſaid Church: And 
ply beg becauſe we think a formal Declaration is not 
id Pre · ¶ requir'd but from thoſe who have received In- 
or our 1} ſtitution and Induction. 

The Fact alledg'd in the fourth Bill we 
do not cannot apprehend to be contrary to any Law 
aſt amin being. | 
Villian © © The fifth we do not think a true Bill, be- 
hat the cauſe we conceive Mr. NMaſtey is juſtified by 
in pri- the Rubrick, viz. F they (the Parents) certify 
liamſon, that the Child is weak, it ſhall ſuffice to pour 
e] exc Vater upon it.” Intimating, as we humbly 
wrote, a ſuppoſe, it ſhall not ſuffice if they do not 
Fo to ex- ; certify, 

I The ſixth cannot be a true Bill, becauſe 
1 to bei the ſaid William Gough, being one of our 
eive Mr Members, was ſurprized to hear himſelf na- 

Autho med, without his Knowledge or Privity 
Aderſtand 2nd did publickly declare, It was no Grie- 
cv * vance 
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© wance to him, becauſe the ſaid John Weſley 
© had given him Reaſons with which he was ſa- 
. © risfied, x 

The ſeventh we do not apprehend to be a 
© true Bill, for Mr, Nath. Polhill was an A- 
nabaptiſt, and deſired in his Life-time, that 
© he might not be interr'd with the Office of 
© the Church of England, And farther we 
©. have good Reaſon to believe, That M7, 
* Weſley was at Frederica, or on his Return 
© thence, when Pollhill was buried, 
As to the eighth Bill we are in doubt, as L 
not well knowing the meaning of the Word 
Ordinary. But for the ninth and tenth, we 
think Mr. M eſley is ſufficiently juſtified by 
the Canons of the Church, which forbid 


R K A 


© any Perſon to be admitted Godfather or Godmo- Th 

© ther to any Child before the ſaid Perſon has re- mn 

© ceived the Holy Communion ; whereas Millian the 

* Aglionby and Jacob Matthews had never cer- nal, 

© tied Mr. Meſley, that they had received it. in 
This was ſign'd by twelve of the Grand Ju- to J 


rors, of whom three were Conſtables, and fix 


more Tythingmen : Who conſequently would in 2 
have made a Majority, had the Jury conſiſted, entit 
as it ought to have done, of only fifteen Mem · Mr 


bers, viz. the four Conſtables, and eleven Ty- 


thingmen, 


forbid I 
0am! Tbomas Chriſtie, Eſq; Recorder of 


* the Town and County of Savan- 
er cer- nah, in Georgia, (who has been 
ed it, in England theſe two Years paſt) 
d Fo to Mr, Robert Williams, Merchant 
and IX g 6 
would in Briſtol, in Anſwer to a Paper 
nſiſted, entitled, a Letter from the Rev. 
ne Mr. 7obn Weſley, to Capt. Robert 
en , Williams | 


; $1 R, 
| Receiv'd the Favour of yours, with a Paper 


entituled, © A Letter from the Rev. Mr. 
John Weſley, to Capt. Robert Williams, oc- 
caſioned by an Affidavit made ſome Time 


H * ſince 
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[tt < ſince and lately re- printed.“ His Anſwer is 
14 ſo indirect and full of Evaſion, that it muſt ap- 
1 pear, to all impartial Judges, rather a Juſtifica. 
if tion of what you had charged him, with, than a 
"7 As to your Improvements, they are ſo well 
4 known, nay, by Mr. Weſley himſelf,” and that 
| what you fay, concerning them, is true; that 
his Evaſion, and his leaving any Doubt, muſt 
reflect entirely upon him only, and plainly ſhew 
WH Malice and Inſincerity. | hs 
4 The Fact he relates, in regard to his Indict- 
1 ments and Behaviour thereupon, ſtands in a dif- 
11 ferent Light than he tells it. I will, here, give 
If it you as near as I can recollect. 
k A Grand Jury of the principal Perſons, 
within the Townſhip. of Savannah, in Georgia, 
being ſummoned and ſworn, conſiſting of a- 
dove Forty of the principal Inhabitants of the 
Northern Part of the Province, did find ſeve- 
ral Indictments againſt Mr, Fefey, containing 
the Complaints he mentions which, they agreed 
to, and delivered to the Court as true Bill; 
without making any. Objection, 

Mr. Iſley being called upon, by the Court, 
My. Jobn Coats, and another Perſon offercd 
to enter into a Recognizance for his Appear- 
ance, which they did and were accepted of, 

Mr. Weſley did appear at the next Court, and 
deſired his Tryal might be brought on, or his 
Recognizance eſtreated, but the Court (being 
very tender of him) took further Lime to ad: 
viſe about. it, 
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But My. Ni continuing to diftutb the 
publick Peace, and the Magiſtrates receivin 
ſeveral Petitions from My. William Willian- 
fon, layivg freſh Accuſations to his Charge, 
concerning his Wife and his Deſign of leaving 
the Colony privately, a-gfeat Penalty was, 
publickly, affixed againſt the Perſons that 
ſhould carry hum away. | 
Notwithſtanding which, in the Evening, af- 
ter the Publication, he, privately, withdrew 
himſelf and took with him, not only the faid 
Coates, who was one of his Bail and largely 
indebted to the Orphans and the Publick, but 
ſeveral other Perſons, who took the Opportunity 
of going off, with him, with ſeveral Sums of 
Money, and gfeatly indebted, who never af- 
ter returned or made their Creditors any Satis- 
faction. When Veſiey and they went off, they 
gave out that they would oppoſe, with Violence, 
any Perſon that ſhould attempt to ſeize any of 
them; and, immediately after, a great Reward 
was affixed, publickly, for the Apprehending 
Mr. Weſley. _ 
As to His Relation of Perſons diſſenting on 
the Grand Jury, and his mentioning ſuch a 
Thing, without Names and Date, muſt be a 


Story of his own making, or ought to be look'd 


upon as ſuch. 

There are many other Aggravations of Mir. 
Meſley's Behaviour. I will take the firſt Oc- 
cation of ſending you the Report made by the 
Court to the Truſtees, of his endeavouring to 
make an Inſurrection in the publick Court, 


Whilſt 
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whilſt fitting, as likewiſe rs. Marks Affi- 


davit, which will be, ſtill, further Memento's 
to convince the World what a baſe and Feſui- 


tical Man he is. 
1 am, Sir 5 
Your very humble Servant, 


September 18, 
1742. 


| ol 
| Thomas Chriſtie. 
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Second LETTER 


T O 


Capt. Robert Williams, Occaſion'd 
byaLETTER from Thomas 
Chriftie, Eſq; ( fo call'd, ) ſome 
Time Recorder of Savannab. 


Briſtol, Otober I7, 1742. 
SIR, 


| Really did You Wrong. I believ'd the 


Letter ſaid to come from Your very humble 


| Servant, had been of your own compoling, 


"till T had read it half thro'. But on a narrower 
Obſervation, . I ſoon took Knowledge both of 


| the Stile and Turn of Thought, fo peculiar to 
| Mr. Themas Chriſtie; oncE Recorder of Sa- 
| vannah, but Now TI fear (as before) wandering, 


about, to ſeek a Piece of Bread, I wou'd not 
tread upon a Worm, Therefore let him paſs, 


My Concern, Sir, is with You. Not that I 
ſhou'd take any Notice of ſuch a Compoſition, 
Only ſome might think Silence a Proof of Guilt, 


That 
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Full of Evaſion, as to be a Fuſtification rather 


diſturb the publick Peace; That he endea- 


That Mr. Welley's Anſwer is ſo indirect and 


than Confutation of your Charge, that his leaving 
any Doubt as to Your Greet-and Well-kniwon Im- 
provements, plainly ſhews his Malice and Inſin- 
cerity, and that Mr, Chriſtie has ſtill further 
Memento's to convince the World, what a baſe 
and Feſuitical Man he is : Theſe being mere 
Rhetorical Flowers, ſet to embelliſh the Diſ- 
courſe, need no Particular Reply. 

But the Fa# (ſays your Friend) with regard 
to the Indiftments, ſtands in a different Light 
than hz tells it. And as td bis Relation of Per- 
fons diſſenting on the Grand Fary, muſt be a 
Story of his own making. That is eaſily known, 
The Original Paper is lodg'd at the Truſtees 
Office in Palace-Yard. And Mr. Fallowfield, 
one of thoſe Diſſenters, you know ſucceeded 
Ar. Cauſton, when Mr. Chriſtie and he were 
diſptaced from their Offices. | 

*Tis great Pity that your Friend too did not 
make Affidavit of the Extraordinary P articulars 
following; That Mr. Weſley continued to 


vour'd to make an Infurrection in the pub- 
© lick: Court while ſitting; That the Magiſtrates 
© receiv?d ſeveral Petitions, laying frefh Accu- 
© (ations to his Charge, and declaring his De- 
< ſign of leaving the Colony —· 71 (An 
extremely private Deſign, of which five Days 
before I had given Notice by an Advertiſement 
ſet up in the Market-place / ) That ſeveral 
© Perfons took an Opportunity of going off 
© with him, with ſeveral Sums of Money: 
That they gave out they wou'd oppoſe with 
Violence 
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Violence any Perfon, that ſhould attempt to 
* ſeize any of them; and that immediately af. 
ter a great Reward was affix'd publickly for 
* apprehending of Ar. Miſtey.“ You can't 
but own theſe are a great Improvement upon 
your Deſign, and wou'd ſound as well as your 
own Affida vit itſelf, 

But wou'd it not be needful firſt, for Mr, 


| Chriftie and you, to conſer together, and a- 
gree upon your Story? Elſe he may again 


blunder out more than you deſire, and confute 


| you, inſtead of me. This, it is undeniable, 


he has done now, and that in the moſt mate- 
rial Parts of your Evidence, For, 1. You 
aver, That Mr. W:ſley being bail'd for his 


Appearance at the then next Seffions, a little 


© before the Seſſions came on, deſerted his Bail, 


* and went away. No, ſays Mr. Chu iſtie, 
Mr. Weſley, after he was bailed, did appear 
| © at the next Court, and defired his Trial 


* might be brought on, or his Recognizance 


| © eltreated. Again, Mr, Chriſtie flatly affirms, 
| © That Mr. Fohn Coats, who was one of his 
| © Bail, went off with Mr. Maſley, and never 


return'd: Whereas vou aver upon Oath, 


That the Juſtices threaten'd to profecute and 
impriſon his Bail, and to prevent Deſtruction 
* to their reſpective Families, the Juſtices, re- 
* ſpited. their Recognizances ducing.  Plea- 
* ſure? ® *., JV 

Now, Sir, ſeeing theſe Accounts are utterly 
inconſiſtent, ſeeing it is impoſſible ever to re- 
concile 


———. 
*— 


* See this ſeeming Contradiction reconciled, Poem, 
r. 515, &c. 
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| | concile them, give me leave to ask you one 
| 


lain Queition, which I would beg you ſeri- 
— to conſider. Is Thomas Chriſtie, Eſq; a (ar 
| 


groſs, notorious Liar, one who neither fears 8 
Gop, nor regards Man? Or, is Robert Wil. 

lams, Merchant, a vain, weak Man, who ha- 
ving cauſeleſly and wilfully forſworn himſelf, 

j neither knows how to get backward or for. E 
ward, how to retra& his Perjury, or how to 
defend it? 


— — — — 
— 
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1 am, Sir, 


Your Friend, 
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From a Book entituled, A true and 
Hiftorical Narrative of the State 
of GEORGTA, publiſh'd by the 
principal Land-Holders of that Co- 
lony, ſo far as it relates to the 

Conduct of Mr. Fobn Weſley, dur- 
ing his Reſidence there, 


2 


Sa 888 


Aur ons, having brought down their Nar- 
rative to the End of the Year 17 36, when Ad- 
vice came that the Spaniards intended to attack 

the Colony, from the Havannah, and lamenting 
| the ill State 7 the ſaid Colony, and the de- 
* Condition they were then in, goe on 
thus ; 


A ND now to make our Subjection the more 
compleat, a new Kind ot I'yranny was, 
this Summer, begun to be impoſed upon 
for Mr, John Meſſey who had come 
er, and was received by us as a Cler- 737. 
aan of the Church of England, ſoon diſco- 
ed that his Aim enſtave our Minds, 
as 
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as a neceſſary Preparative for enſlaving our Bo- 
dies, The Attendances upon Prayers, Meets 
ings, and Sermons, inculcated by him, fo fre- 
quently, and at improper Hours, inconſiſtent 
with neceſſary Labour, eſpecially in an infant 
Colony, tended to propagate a Spirit of Indo- 
lence, and of Hypocriſy amongſt the meſt aban- 
doned ; it being much eaſier for ſuch Perſons, 
by an affected Shew of Religion, and Adherence 
to Mr, W/:/lzy's Novelties, to be provided by 
his Procurement from the publick Stores, than 
to uſe that Induſtry which true Religion recom- 
mends: Nor, indeed, could the Rev. Gentle- 
man conceal, the Deſigns he was ſo. full of, hav- 
ing, frequently, declared, That he never deſired 
to ſee Georgia à rich, but a * religious. Colony. 
At laſt, all Perſons, of any Conſideration, 
came to look upon him as a. Roman Catbolick, 
for which the following Reaſons ſeem pretty 
convineing. I. Under an affected ſtrict Ad- 
herence to the Church of England, he moſt un- 
mercifully. damned all Diſſntars of whatever 
Denomination, who were never admitted to 
communicate with him until they firſt gave up 
their Faith and Principles entirely to his moul- 
ding and Direction, and, in Confirmation'there« 
of, declared their Belief of the Invalidity of their 
former Baptiſm, and then to.r:ceiye a new. one 
from him: This was done publickly on the Per- 
ſons. of Richard Turner, Carpenter, and hi. 
Son. Anather. Inſtance was that of Jilin 
Gaff,. who had. once communicated and alway! 
com. 

— —.— 
® According te his Syſtems. | ; 
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conformed to his Regulations, but was, at laſt, 
found out by My. Iſley to have been baptized 
by a Preſbyterian Diſſenter, the ſame Thing 
was propoſed to him; but My, Gaff, not inclin- 
able to go that Length, was ever thereafter ex- 
cluded from the Communion, 


24ly, While all Diſſenters (whereof a conſi- 


| derable Number was in the Colony) were, thus, 


unmercifully damned, and ſhut our from Reli- 
gious Ordinances, contrary to that Spirit of 
Moderation and Tenderneſs which the Church 
of England ſhew towards them, Perfons ſuſ- 
peed to be Raman Catholicks were received and 
careſſed, by him, as his Firſt-Rate Saints, 

34h, A third Confirmation of this Suſpicion 
aroſe from his Endeavours to re-eſtabliſh Con- 
feſſion, Penance, Mortifications, mixing Wine 
with Water in the Sacrament, and ſuppreſſing, 


| in the Adminiſtration of the Sacrament, the 


Explanation adjoined to the Words of Commu- 
nicating by the Church of England, to ſhew 
that they mean a Feeding on Chriſt by Faith, 
ſaying no more than The Body of Chrift ; The 


Blood of Chrift ; by appointing Deaconeſſes, 


| with ſundry other Innovations, which he called 


Apoſtolick Conſtitutions. 
4thly, As there is always a ftrict Connexion 
betwixt Popery and Slavery; ſo the Deſign of 
all this fine Scheme ſeem'd, to the moſt judicious, 
to be calculated to debaſe and depreſs the Minds 
of the People, to break any Spirit of Liberty, 
and humble them with Faſtings, Penances, 
drinking ot Water, and a thorough Subjection 
to the Spiritual Juriſdiction, which, he aſſerted, 
| . 


Was 
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was to be eſtabliſhed in his Perſon; and when 
this ſhould be accompliſhed. the Minds of the 
People would be, equally, prepared for the Re- 
ceiving Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Tyranny, 

All Feſuitical Arts were made Uſe of to bring 
the well concerted Scheme to Perfection; Fami. 
lies were divided in Parties ; Spies were engaged 
in many Houſes, and the Servants of others 
brib'd and decoy'd to let him into all the Secrets 
of the Families they belonged to; nay, thoſe 
who had given themſelves up to his ſpiritual 
Guidance (more eſpecially Women) were oblie'd 
to diſcover to him their moſt ſecret Actions, 
nay, even their Thoughts and the Subject of 
their Dreams: At the ſame Time he gave 
Charge to Juries ; gave his Opinion in all Ca- 
vil Cauſes that came before the Court; nor 
could we imagine what all this would end in! 
Complain we might, but to no Purpoſe : And 
Mr. Cauſton and he went Hand in Hand. 

But the merciful Providence of Gos diſap- 
points, frequently, thoſe Deſigns that are laid 
deepeſt in Human Prudence. 

Mr. Weſley, at this Time, repulſed Mr. 
Sophia Williamſon, Neice to Mr. Cauſton, fron 
the Sacrament; This young Lady was, by her 
Friends, put under the Ghoſtly Care of Mr 
IV:flty, who was pleaſed to make Propoſals d 
Marriage to her : 


Ts s Inclinations, 

Maſiey uſed all Means to create a Miſ-ur 

n betwixt Mrs. Williamſon and be 
Huſban 


Theſe ſhe always rejected 
and, in ſome little Time, married Mr. Willi 


W: liomſ ſon of Savannah, much contrary to Mr 
After the ſaid Marriage 
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Huſband, by perſuading her that Mr. William- 
ſon had no Right to regulate her Behaviour as 
to converſing with him, or attending Meetings 
as formerly; but, at laſt finding he could gain 
Nothing upon her, and that Mr, Williamſon 
had forbad him any Converſation with his Wife, 
out of his Preſence; he took the foreſaid 
Means, by repelling her from the Holy Come 


- munion, to ſhew his Reſentment, Mr. Wil- 


liamſon thought himſelf well founded in an Ac- 
tion of Damages againſt Mr. Weſley, (being no 
longer ſupported by Mr.. Cau/ton, who was 
highly nettled at the Aﬀront put upon his 
Neice, and could now declaim as fluently a- 
gainſt Spiritual Tyranny, as any Perſon) was 
indifted, before a Grand Jury of 44 Freehol- 
ders, and thirteen Indictments were found a- 
gainſt him; one concerned Mr, Williamſon 
and his Spouſe, the others concerning the Grie- 
vances we felt by his Meaſures, and the Exer- 
ciſe of his Eccleſiaſtical Functions, as above re- 
lated: Theſe laſt were given in to the Magif- 
trates, to be, by them laid before the Truſtees, 
that theſe our Grievances, might in Time com- 
ing, be properly redreſſed, we having no other 
Juriſdiction, either Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, that 
we could make Application to. Then the Grand 
Jury began to conſider and think, that as it was 
not probable a greater Number of the better Sort 
of People could. ever be legally met together; 
ſo this was a fit Time to repreſent their Grie- 
vances and Hardſhips to the Truſtees, which 
they did in a /ong Repreſentation, chiefly com- 


plaining of the Conduct of Mr. Cauſton ; he 


Original 
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Original of which was ſigned by all the 44 and 


| . '- Charged with divers Letters and Papers, from 
private Ferſons, relating to the Colony, why 


and afterwards ſent Home, but was taken no 
Notice of by the Fruſtees for any Thing ever 
we heard ; and we hope it will appear to every 
Judicious Reader, that this Jury was neither 
Haſſed nor intim:dated by Cauſton, to the Preju- 
dice of any Perſon whatſoever, as Mr. Weſley 
aſſerts in his Journal, printed at Briſtol, 17 39. 
He likewiſe tays, there was a profeſs'd Atheiſ 
and Det in the Number; but; for our Parts, 
we know of neither: But a Man of Mr. W:/- 
Aey's Principles, who makes no Scruple of wri- 
ting wilful Falſhoods (as may be ſeen by any 
Body that compares this Narrative with his 
Journal) and oſ damning every Perſon of a con- 
trary Opinion withihimſelf ; may, without He- 
Etation, give People what Appellations come 
in his Head: However this put an End to any 
further Proſecution of Mr. Wefley's Schemes; 
for, ſoon after this, he departed the Colony 
Privately, by Night, and went to Charles-Town, 
and from thence to England. 

Ar. NMaſſey had Addreſs enough (as he ſays in 
the forementiqned Faurnal) to perſuade ſeveral 
Perſons, who were Members of the Grand Jury, 
to retract (by ſome Paper which he drew up 
for them to ſign) their former Sentiments ; but 
this, F it was at all, proceeded entirely from 
the ſalemn Aſlurances which he gave them, 
that his main Deſign Home, was to repreſent thi 
Grievances aud Oppreſſions which the poor Colon 
Jaboured under; and, upon this Account, was 
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he undertook, faithfully, to deliver: But 

have ſince found that all Me. Ogtethorpe's * Ine 

tereſt was employed to protect Mr. WW-:fley 

it is no Wonder thoſe Promiſes were never ful 

_ ; wag indeed, 1 it ever be aſcertained 
even the private Letters, which h i 

were ſo much as delivered. : 2 


'* Many, if not moſt, of thoſe 7 | 
plaints againſt My. Galelorp ConduB. — 
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